arth is now in a state without precedent, defined by human dominance of fundamental processes, including the water, carbon, and nitrogen cycles; species extinctions; sedimentation; and ocean acidification. The world is also increasingly interdependent: people and places are linked by carbon and nitrogen as well as by globalization and the internet. We are in territory unknown to past generations, and can no longer assume that future events can be understood by reference to those of the past. This realization has profound and urgent consequences for the ways that people study, design, manage, represent, interpret, and govern human and natural systems.
